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All  across  the  counlry  the  season's  grain  harvest  is  moving  to  market.  A 
major  bottleneck,  however,  is  the  critical  shortage  at  counlry  grain 
elevators  of  rail  cars  to  move  the  grain. 

When  cars  aren't  available,  arliticial  scarcities  of  grain  result  which  can 
drive  pnces  up  That  can  mean  higher  prices  lor  many  items  like  bakery 
piociucts,  cereal,  and  even  meal  and  poultry. 

To  help  ease  this  problem,  the  U,S.  DepanmenI  of  Agriculture  in  late 
September  started  a  monitoring  system  to  pinpoint  areas  of  the  country 

ON  THE  COVER:  Corn  awaiting  lian/est  near  Urbana,  Illinois,  Irames  a  gram 
elev.3lor  and  tram  cars— both  key  elements  in  getting  this  com  liom  the  lield  to  the 
leeder  (1073K1572-13).  A  MIOWESTERNER'S  5YEGLASSES  reflect  a  sight  of 
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graphic  lists.  They  spell  out  just  what  areas  need  more  cars  ar, 
severe  the  shortages  are. 

The  lists  are  then  passed  on  for  further  action  to  agencit  > 
some  control  over  the  situation,  such  as  the  Interstate  Comme 
mission,  the  U,S.  Department  of  Transportation,  and  the  Asso: 
American  Railroads. 

Hopefully,  this  attempt  at  national  coordination  will  mean 
supplies  of  grain  lo  feeders  and  processors. 


(1073K1579-27).  The  first  cruciafstop  for  nearly  all  grain  is  at  a  cou-. 
elevator  where  it  is  stored  awaiting  shipment  to  various  users  (1073K1 5 
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After  experiencing  trouble  get- 
ting rail  cars,  a  country  elevator 
operator  seals  his  weekly  ques- 
tionnaire (1073K1 576-27)  be- 
fore mailing  it  to  the  U.S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  in 
Washington,  D.C.  There  it,  and 
scores  of  others  from  across 
the  country,  is  opened 
(1073K1607-5)  and  compu- 
ter-processed into  lists 
(1073K1 607-27)  that  pinpoint 
general  areas  of  the  country 
where  cars  are  scarce.  Hope- 
fully this  information  can  help 
get  the  rail  cars  rolling 
(1073K1569-19)  toward  where 
they're  most  needed,  when 
they're  most  needed. 
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